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Introductory Remarks
Recent collaborative studies between researchers at
the U. S. Department of Agriculture's Southern Re-
gional Research Center and faculty members from Tu-
lane University revealed a paucity of knowledge about
available research facilities and equipment in the New
Orleans area as well as a pool oftalented scientists more
than willing to collaborate on projects ofjoint interest.
This evolved into many fruitful discussions between re-
search group leaders from the Southern Regional Re-
search Center and faculty members ofthe Tulane School
of Public Health and Tropical Medicine and which soon
broadened to include NIOSH and Tulane Medical School
representatives. Thegoalofthisconferencewastoinform
scientists inthe New Orleans and contiguous areas about
agricultural dust problems and related research pro-
grams, the various research teams addressing these
problems, and the different research facilities inthe area
suitablyequippedforconductingresearchonagricultural
dusts. It was hoped that the conference program ar-
ranged by the Program Committee would elucidate the
aforementioned such that a spirit ofopen communication
would evolve. This was especially important in view of
recent emphasis placed on bioengineering as well as ad-
vances made in the field of immunology. This was ap-
proached byfirst focusing on the definition ofthe adverse
health effects following exposure to agricultural dusts,
the magnitude and relevance ofhuman health to the dif-
ferent types of cotton or grain dusts, and the molecular
aspects ofthe adverse health effects especially asrelated
to immunosuppression. It goes without saying that this
conference would not have beenpossible withoutthe won-
derful collaborative support from the staffs ofthe South-
ern Regional Research Center and the Appalachian Lab-
oratoryforOccupationalSafetyandHealth, Morgantown,
West Virginia.
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